Mrs Thatcher as
Shadow Chancellor

by NORA BELOFF, our Political Correspondent

ATRS Alargaret Thatcher wiil hecome
Shadow Chancellm this week i A
Heath's reshutile of the Oppositon
Frant Bench She s alicady brieting
lerselt 1o contront 3 Denis Healen
wlien be anveals bos crsas Budeget on
Fuesday wevk

This wali e I tar the haghest
PASLLLON o woman as ever oceupied

an erther Front Bendh NOowamen
hate ever heen groen any ol the
treditional hiezn othces o1 State —
Prime Minister, Chancellor, Foreiwn

o1 Home Secretarns - —or theor Oppast

tron eqguyvalents
Parts-mime vear-and

who o

Whie Thato e,

d~ Ldncation Manister an the
List Conseivatine Goscinment. has
heern serving o the Opposition ds

Shadus ! nviranment
~he wall take over
cefiorsthm hrom
wihose stock in
wlier he moved
finanye.

AWy Thatcher

SOUT el
the Shadow Chan-
AMro Robwert Cary,
the narty declined
imto tie bield ot

Tdees o tornn-
cable task InCommons debates she
will have 1o deal with the whole
campley question of finance and tax-
ATLOTY Mr Hedlev and bhis qunmor
Ainisters nasve the entire reasurs
dppdrdatus behiond then Mres
Thatcher will zer o Civil Serviee
assistance and will have to rely on
the Torv Central Othice research
department

[a the long discussions and argu-
ments on the Finance Bill, which
will implement Mr Healev's Budger,
she wil]l head a team of Torv MPs—
all men—who specialise 11 finance
[T <he succeeds and the Tuaries are
returned to oflice she could well he
the first woman Chancellor

As tor Bis own position. Ar Heath
lhds decided that he cannot survive
a5 leader withour announcing new
rlections for the party leadership.
i i a : S )
G T Lea N Twd tolghr, rreaban]
ar the 1922 Commitiee meeung on
14 November.

It was back-benchers® reactions at

[

last Thursday's meeting ot the com-
mittee which convinced him  that
an vlection was inevitable  He has
not vet decided when 1t should be
held It us unlikely 1o be before
the Faster recess, but 1t will cer-
tainty be within a vear.

There 1s o general teeling among
Forv MDD~ againss an unmediate
clection AlLL N Tleath’™s Shadow
Cabinet colledgues, with the possible
evcepuon of Sit Ketth Joseph. have
assured him they would not stand
against him tn a snap poll. So it he
called an electinn now, he mimght be
thaucht o e preventing a tree
thaice. and 1t he won his posttion
would nat be mmprosed.

Alr Hedath's weak
party Jeader has given him more
irouble than he expected 1n re-
shuttling his Shadow Cabinet.

Some candidates are hesitating
about whether they want 1o commit
ther future to o man who may
never again be Prime Minister. He

position - as

hoped 1o have s new list ready for

ks

E

last week’s debate on the Queen’s
Speech. but by vesterdav evening the
appointments were not complete
The new names are now expected to
be announced tomorrow or on Tues.
dav.

Although he is being demoted, Mt
Carr. one of Mr Heath™s most loval
supportenrs, 1s not one of those creal
ing difficulties  He has apparently
agreed 1o shadow another home
department, possibly sncial security.

AMr Heath is aosious 1o uphold
moderate non-doctrinaire views, bui
he  privatels  acknowledges the
hankering many Tory back-henchers
have for a more positive Tory policy.

AMrs Thatchers promotion and
M1 John Pevton’s return 1o the front

hench as Leader ol the House are .
moves in this crection. Sir Keith :
Joseph is being invited to remain’

Shadow Home Secretary, a post in
which he will be encouraged to
develop his controversial views on
self-discipline and respect for the
Tory values of family and tradition.
The traditionalists are likely ro do !
well at the expense of those known
in the party as the ‘technocrats,’
notably former Environment Secre-
tary, Mr Peter Walker, who was be-
hind the last Conservative Govern-

ment's commitment to economic
erowth. .
Mr Walker, who is currently !

shadowing defence, and in terms of
the present hierarchv could have
thought of himself as potential
Shadow Foreign Secretarv. will
warn in a speech todav that if the
party swings to the right it risks
following the example of the Scandi-
navian Conservatives and becoming
a permanent minority.

Mr Heath is anxious to bring new
nien into the Shadow Cabinet,
mdluding some of his critics. There
are roports that he would like 10
Lury-the h.m_het wilth former Party
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