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The singer Natalie Cole, daughter of Nat King Cole, has died aged 65 
in a Los Angeles hospital   Photograph:  Georgios Kefalas/EPA Continued on page 6 �

Terror alerts 
are Europe’s 
‘new normal’

 Matthew Taylor
Ben Knight Berlin
Angelique Chrisafi s Paris

Terrorism experts have warned that 
Europe faces a “new normal” in the 
months ahead with the likelihood of more 
threats and disruption to major events 
amid heightened security fears.

The warning came as police in  Munich 
 re opened two railway stations in the Ger-
man city  yesterday  after a terrorist alert on 
New Year’s Eve in response to what they 
described as a concrete tip off  from foreign 
intelligence agencies.

Munich’s police president, Hubertus 
Andrä, told a press conference yesterday 
that police had been warned at  about 
7 .40pm the previous night that between 
fi ve and seven  people affi  liated to  Islamic 
State – reportedly Iraqis and Syrians – were 
intending to attack the stations, the main 
Hauptbahnhof and the smaller Pasing sta-
tion  in the west  of the city centre.

Both were subsequently evacuated and 
closed , with trains swiftly redirected else-
where. Heavily armed  special unit offi  cers 
were stationed at all entrances and pas-
sengers were spot-checked, adding a note 
of alarm to the New Year’s Eve fi reworks 
and revelry.

By 3.30am, however, the stations had 
been reopened and by the time the people 
of Munich were reappearing on the streets 
in the morning the terror alert had been 
downgraded to the level it was at before 
 Thursday evening. “The alert, the police 
operations on the scale we saw last night, 
have been lifted,” Andrä told reporters.

 Events in  other European cities on New 
Year’s Eve were either cancelled or scaled 
down because of security concerns.

Analysts  say security services are com-
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A white applicant to the police  has a bet-
ter chance of getting a job than someone 
from an ethnic minority in more than two-
thirds of the UK’s forces,  according to of-
fi cial data .

 The fi gures,  released under the  Free-
dom of  Information  Act, paint the most 
complete picture yet of a police service in 
which  ethnic minorities are represented in 
disproportionately low numbers  and face 
 less chance than their white counterparts 
of  making it through the recruitment pro-
cess when they do apply.

The  data will put more pressure on 
 police bosses to improve diversity.  It 
comes after the home secretary, The-
resa May,   attacked Britain’s forces for 
not employing enough black, Asian and 
minority ethnic (BAME) offi  cers . 

In a speech in October, May said four 
forces – Cheshire, North Yorkshire, Dyfed-
Powys and Durham – did not have a single 
serving black offi  cer. She also said that 11 
forces had no ethnic minorities above the 
rank of chief inspector.

The newly  published data  shows that 
31 of the UK’s 45 territorial police forces 
appoint a greater proportion of  white 
applicants for jobs than they do people 

who identify themselves as being from a 
 BAME  background.

 The  Metropolitan police,  along with 
the Gwent and Hertfordshire forces, dis-
played the greatest discrepancies.  In the 
Met, 28.1% of applications come from  eth-
nic minorities but they make up only 17% 
of appointments.

The data also  shows that more than 
four-fi fths of UK police forces – 39 of the 45 
– appoint a disproportionately low num-
ber of people from BAME backgrounds, 
when compared  with the ethnic makeups 
of the areas they serve.  

The Met, West Midlands and Bedford-
shire  police forces were among the least 
representative   – followed by those serv-
ing the City of London, West Yorkshire, 
Greater Manchester and Surrey. In the area 
covered by the Met, 40.2% of the popula-
tion are from BAME backgrounds.

 Giles York of the National Police Chief s 
Council said that forces better reflect-
ing the communities they served would 
improve ties with the public, but  progress 
had been slower than he wanted.

He said: “The rate of offi  cer recruitment 
from black and minority ethnic communi-
ties  has risen from 3.6% in 2006 to 5.5% in 
2015. Forces have encouraged more BAME 
people to join the police .

Police failing 
on diversity, 
fi gures reveal 
Minority ethnic applicants less likely to 
get job in more than two-thirds of forces
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