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Police failing
on diversity,
figures reveal

Minority ethnic applicants less likely to

get job in more than two-thirds of forces

Kevin Rawlinson
Helena Bengtsson
Will Franklin
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less chance than their white counterparts
of making it through the recruitment pro-
cess when they do apply.

The data will put more pressure on
police bosses to improve diversity. It
comes after the home secretary, The-
resa May, attacked Britain’s forces for
not employing enough black, Asian and
minority ethnic (BAME) officers.

In a speech in October, May said four
forces - Cheshire, North Yorkshire, Dyfed-
Powys and Durham - did not have asingle
serving black officer. She also said that 11
forces had no ethnic minorities above the
rank of chief inspector.

The newly published data shows that
31 of the UK’s 45 territorial police forces
appoint a greater proportion of white
applicants for jobs than they do people
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four-fifths of UK pohce forces 390fthe45
- appoint a disproportionately low num-
ber of people from BAME backgrounds,
when compared with the ethnic makeups
of the areas they serve.

The Met, West Midlands and Bedford-
shire police forces were among the least
representative - followed by those serv-
ing the City of London, West Yorkshire,
Greater Manchester and Surrey. In the area
covered by the Met, 40.2% of the popula-
tion are from BAME backgrounds.

Giles York of the National Police Chiefs
Council said that forces better reflect-
ing the communities they served would
improve ties with the public, but progress
had been slower than he wanted.

Hesaid: “Therate of officer recruitment
fromblack and minority ethnic communi-
ties hasrisen from 3.6% in 2006 to 5.5% in
2015. Forces have encouraged more BAME
people to join the police.
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The singer Natalie Cole, daughter of Nat King Cole, has died aged 65
in a Los Angeles hospital Photograph: Georgios Kefalas/EPA
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or alerts
urope’s
‘new normal’

Matthew Taylor
Ben Knight Berlin
Angelique Chrisafis Paris

Terrorism experts have warned that
Europe faces a “new normal” in the
months ahead with thelikelihood of more
threats and disruption to major events
amid heightened security fears.

The warning came as police in Munich
reopened two railway stations in the Ger-
man city yesterday after a terrorist alert on
New Year’s Eve in response to what they
described asa concrete tipoff from foreign
intelligence agencies.

Munich’s police president, Hubertus
Andr4, told a press conference yesterday
that police had been warned at about
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By 3. 3oarn however, the stations had
beenreopened and by the time the people
of Munich were reappearing on the streets
in the morning the terror alert had been
downgraded to the level it was at before
Thursday evening. “The alert, the police
operations on the scale we saw last night,
have been lifted,” Andri told reporters.

Eventsinother European cities on New
Year’s Eve were either cancelled or scaled
down because of security concerns.

Analysts say security services are com-
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