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Corbyn wins 
economists’ 
backing for 
radical plan
■ Policies ‘not extreme’ - joint letter
■ Renationalisation of RBS considered
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Mo Farah took his fourth world title and Britain’s first World Championship gold in Beijing  
when he won the 10,000m. (Full report in Sport.) Photograph by Dylan Martinez/Reuters
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‘I can still win and unite Labour,’ says 
Burnham as he starts nationwide tour
Daniel Boff ey, pages 8-9
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 by Daniel Boff ey
Policy Editor

 More than 40 leading economists, 
including a former adviser to the Bank 
of England,  today make   public their 
support for Jeremy Corbyn’s policies, 
dismissing claims that they are extreme, 
in a major boost to the leftwinger’s cam-
paign to be leader.

The intervention comes as the Corbyn 
campaign  reveals that a Labour govern-
ment led by the MP for Islington North 
would reserve the right to  renationalise 
 Royal Bank of Scotland  and other public 

Burnham  today  warning his party in an 
interview with this paper not to  forget 
the lessons of the general election about 
the importance of economic credibility.

But with just under three weeks  until 
Ed Miliband’s replacement is announced, 
Corbyn’s credibility  receives a welcome 
endorsement as 41 economists  make 
public a letter defending his positions.

In the letter to which  Danny Blanch-
fl ower, a former member of the Bank of 
England’s monetary policy committee  is 
a signatory, the economists write: “The 
accusation is  made that Jeremy Corbyn 
and his supporters have moved to the 
extreme left on economic policy. But this 
is not supported by the candidate’s state-
ments or policies. His opposition to aus-
terity is actually mainstream economics, 
even backed by the conservative IMF. He 
aims to boost growth and prosperity.”

Corbyn remains the frontrunner  to be 
 Labour leader, but as his policies, and the 
risks he poses to the unity of the Labour 
party, have come under scrutiny, rivals 
believe he is losing  momentum.

Burnham’s campaign shared data 
with the Observer  that suggested some 
of those who had previously committed 
to voting for Corbyn were now recognis-
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as jet crashes 
at Sussex 
air display
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assets, “with either no compensation or 
with any undervaluation deducted from 
any compensation for renationalisation” 
if they are sold at a knockdown price over 
the next fi ve years.

The leftwinger’s economic policies – 
dubbed Corbynomics – have come under 
sustained attack in recent days, including 
by members of his own party, with Andy 
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HESTON’S FAT DUCK RETURNS
NIGEL SLATER’S SUMMER TREATS

by Chris Johnston

Seven people were killed and a pilot 
left fi ghting for his life in hospital after 
 a fi ghter jet taking part in an  air show 
 crashed on to a busy A-road yester-
day  afternoon.  Sussex police said  the 
Hawker Hunter  hit four cars on the 
A27 just north of Shoreham airport, 
where the Royal Air Forces Association 
air show was being held.

 Seven people were declared dead 
at the scene and the critically injured 
pilot  was  taken to the Royal Sussex 
County hospital in Brighton. A further 
14 people were treated for minor inju-
ries. Superintendent Jane Derrick of 
Sussex police said last night that it was 
“possible” more bodies would be found 
as the search of the area continued 
under arc lights.  Unconfi rmed reports 
said that two cyclists were killed in 
the crash.   One of the vehicles hit was a 
Daimler regularly used for weddings.  

The  vintage Hawker Hunter single-
seat fi ghter jet was attempting a loop 
manoeuvre, but the  pilot reportedly 
failed to pull out. One eyewitness said  
that  the pilot did not eject before the 
plane hit the ground. The wrecked 
plane came to rest in a bush.

Dom Lawson was driving on the 
A27 when the jet crashed. “If I’d been 
20 seconds faster I would not be hav-
ing this conversation,” he said.  He 
described how the plane passed just a 
few metres above his car with a deafen-
ing roar before slamming into the 
ground in a fi reball  just   fi ve or six vehi-
cles in front. “It was like something out 
of Die Hard,” he added. 

Lawson said he saw at least two cars 
on fi re but added that the incident 
could have been  worse if traffi  c lights 
at a nearby junction had not been  red.

Lucy Pearce, head of content at the 
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