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Tully Canegrowers

HITACHI 
POWER TOOL SALE

21st & 22nd AUGUST
REP ON SITE

Best Buy! $294K
8 Yamala Close, Mission Beach
3 Bed Home on ¼ acre in 
cul-de-sac, mins. to Beach & 
Shops at Mission Beach (North).  

Meticulous!!
Open Sat 1.30-2.00 or Anytime
Dick Williams 0419 734 705 or 4068 7000
www.raywhitemissionbeach.com.au

Cartoon
helps 
change 
govt’s 
mind 

It’s a funny old world.
Politicians and governments can ignore 

public sentiment and they can ignore a 
small local newspaper like the Tully Times; 
but they can’t ignore the power of a major 
digital media player such as the Guardian 
Australia and a cartoon by First Dog on the 
Moon (FDOM).

The plight of the cassowary and the clo-
sure of the Garners Beach Cassowary Reha-
bilitation Centre reached the Guardian Aus-
tralia (GA) and on Monday FDOM’s cartoon 
(published this page) went online.

The GA has a readership of two million a 
month, so quite a few Australians (and more 
beyond these shores) have read the content, 
seen the cartoon and responded.

Even the State Environment Minister, 
Steven Miles, managed to make an early on-
line comment, although that now seems to 
have disappeared.

Good news travels fast, but bad news 
travels faster – and it doesn’t help when you 
are the butt of the cartoon that’s being read 
by millions of Australians.

By Tuesday afternoon the Palaszczuk La-
bor Government had caved in and announced 
it would provide $50,000 as “an interim so-
lution” for the cassowary facility.

Coincidence in the timing?

The Premier and her ministerial minions 
might claim so, but few would believe that.

There has been a concerted public and 
media campaign in support of cassowaries 
and the Garners Beach Cassowary Rehabili-
tation Centre. There has even been a political 
campaign of sorts.

Yet, in the end, the quickest way to get a 
political response is to hold key players up to 
public ridicule – and loyal readers are wel-
come to disagree with that view.

Statements in the Government’s media 
release continued the unseemly stoush be-
tween Labor and the LNP, and Tully veteri-
narian Doctor Graham Lauridsen has made 
some pointed comments in response.

The main story is on page 3, while some 
Letters to the Editor that were received be-
fore the government announcement remain 
on page 4.

The Tully Times gratefully acknowledges 
the quick and professional response from 
the Guardian Australia and First Dog on the 
Moon when they were asked if the cartoon 
could be made available to the Times.

An apology goes out to any loyal readers 
who fi nd some of the words offensive or de-
scriptions of the cassowary a tad inaccurate.

JOHN HUGHES, Editor

sales@islandcoastmitsubishi.com.au ∙ Ph: 4043 9999 ∙ Ah: 0418 898 932

1.2ltr Fuel injected petrol engine, 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY, 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE, 
CAPPED PRICE SERVICING, Bluetooth, Fog 
lamps, huge boot space and room for 5 adults.

US ON FACEBOOK

Mitsubishi Special
2014 Mitsubishi Mirage ES LA Sedan

$13,490
Driveaway

Warning: Cartoon 
contains language 
that might offend 

some readers


