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Sir Bradley Wiggins celebrates with his family yesterday at  the Olympic  velodrome in east London after breaking the 
world record for distance cycled in one hour. He  covered 54.526 km in  60 minutes Photograph: Bryn Lennon/Getty
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Top offi  cers at doctors’ union given huge, secret pay rises
  Denis Campbell
Health correspondent

The doctors’ union has  caused anger 
by secretly awarding its senior figures 
pay rises of up to 137%  and doubling its 
leader’s salary to £172,000, at a time 
when most medics have  experienced pay 
restraint, the Guardian can reveal.

Doctors and politicians have con-
demned the big  increases in the salary of 
seven  British Medical Association repre-
sentatives as  scandalous  and “staggering, 
unjustifi ed and beyond belief”.

Dr Mark Porter, who as the BMA’s 
chair of council  is its UK leader and main 
spokesman, has seen his income   rise from 
£88,320 last year to £171,692 –  up 94%.

The chair of the BMA in Scotland, Dr 

Peter Bennie, has seen his salary  go up 
137% from £32,205 to £76,431, while his 
counterpart in Wales, Dr Philip Banfi eld, 
has  received an increase of 99%, from 
£31,500 to £62,631, and the income of the 
Northern Ireland chair, Dr John Woods, 
rose from £30,150 to £62,631 – up 108%.

The payments are embarrassing for the 
BMA, which criticised the coalition’s deci-
sion to deny doctors  rises as  an insult  that 
“devalued and demoralised” NHS medics.

A  confidential  internal BMA briefing 
paper outlining the changes states that 
three other BMA “chief offi  cers” – its treas-
urer, chair of its representative body, and 
president – also got pay rises of 21%, 28% 
and 7% respectively, taking their salaries 
up to £83,077, £68,077 and £25,000.  

The union is  under fi re for not acknowl-
edging that it had awarded the big 
 increases, which  have sparked a  row in 
the ranks of the organisation.   The BMA 
represents 154,000 of the UK’s 234,000 
registered working doctors.  The row is 
likely to erupt at   its annual conference 
later this month.

The rises were only narrowly approved 
by a 15-11 vote by members of the BMA’s 
ruling council after strong arguments 
were raised against  them. Although that 

vote took place in November and the rises 
came into force on 1 January, the union had 
not announced or acknowledged them, or 
told its membership about them, until the 
Guardian asked for further details .

“I fi nd it quite extraordinary,” said Nor-
man Lamb, the Liberal Democrat leader-
ship candidate  who was a health minister 
until the election. “It’s over the top and 
it’s unjustifi ed. How can they do this at a 
time when all the people they represent 
are having to accept the consequences of 
signifi cant restraint and often real-terms 
reductions in their pay? It’s staggering and 
it beggars belief .

“It looks bad and it’s quite a snub to the 
membership. The best thing is [for the 
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PM: I will sack 
ministers who 
call for EU exit
Cameron expects support for his deal 
but hints at a deferred treaty change 
 Patrick Wintour  Schloss Elmau
 Nicholas Watt

David Cameron has given his clearest 
warning that he will sack any  minister 
 who wants to campaign to quit the Euro-
pean Union, insisting the government will 
not be neutral once he has struck a deal on 
a new relationship with  Brussels.

He said yesterday he was confident 
of striking such a deal, that it would  be 
legally binding and  would do “what it says 
on the tin”  – a formulation that leaves  it 
unclear whether the deal  would stop short 
of an immediate  treaty change.

 The prime minister’s decision to make 
it clear he will impose ministerial col-
lective responsibility  – in contrast to the 
more liberal stance taken by Harold Wil-
son  during the 1975 in /out EU referendum  
– comes amid  the fi rst signs of organised 
resistance to the EU on the Tory benches. 

A group of 60 Tory MPs have signed up 
to Conservatives for Britain, warning that 
they will campaign for a  no vote unless 
 Cameron toughens his negotiating stance 
on issues such as national sovereignty.

Speaking to reporters at the G7 sum-
mit  in Bavaria, Cameron was asked if he 
ha d  absolutely closed his mind to allow-
ing ministers a free vote . He replied: “I’ve 
been very clear. If you want to be part of 
the government, you have to take the view 
that we are engaged in an exercise of rene-
gotiation, to have a referendum and that 
will lead to a successful outcome.”

When asked if anyone  in  government 
who oppose d that stance  would have to 
resign ,  he said: “Everyone in  government 
has signed up to the programme set out in 
the Conservative manifesto.”

He added: “ If I can get a position where 
Britain would be better off  in a reformed 
Europe then obviously that is not some-
thing the  government is neutral about.  It’s 
not a sort of ‘on the one hand, on the other 
hand’ approach; if I can secure what I want 
to secure, I will have secured what I think 
is the right outcome for Britain ... 

 “I am carrying out a renegotiation ...  to 
get a result  I believe will be in the national 
interest. I’m confi dent I can get that.”

He dismissed the threat of the 60 
 anti-EU Tory MPs , saying: “ It’s not any 
one political party or MP that will decide, 
it will be the British people    .” Eurosceptic 
MPs are to express their anger  tomorrow 
when the Commons debates the bill pav-
ing the way for a referendum .

Cameron’s relatively hardline position 
opens the risk that some prominent gov-
ernment members, including  ministers, 
 could quit to voice their opposition to 
staying in the EU . However,  following his 
re-election, the prime minister is prob-
ably at the point of maximum strength in 
his premiership. He clearly feels either he 
will strike a deal that Tory  Eurosceptic s 
can stomach or else the Europe  issue is 
potentially too divisive to give  ministers 
any licence to air their diff erences.

Cameron also suggested, contrary to 
the view of the Electoral Commission, 
that he thought it was perfectly feasible to 
stage the referendum on the same day as 
other domestic elections, a position that 
makes May  next year the most likely  time 
for staging the  in/out vote.

He also said he wanted to see the rules 
relaxed on government campaigning in 
the referendum , arguing the y are so  strict 
he might be debarred during the campaign 
 from even making a  statement to the Com-
mons after a meeting of the European 
Council. The Electoral Commission had 
said it would be wrong to allow civil serv-
ants to publish information on behalf of 
the government during the campaign.

Cameron also hinted he may put a deal 
to the British people in a referendum that 
stops short of full treaty change and may 
need further subsequent consequential 
negotiations. Asked if he would only put 
a deal to the  vote once it was totally bat-
tened down, Cameron  simply  said: “The 
deal’s got to be clear. It’s got to be legally 
binding. It’s got to do what it says on the 
tin. That’s what I’m shooting for.”

Such a two -stage deal would make it 
easier to win French and German support 
for the UK’s demands since they could 
be integrated later with a wider package 
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£172,000
The new salary of the BMA’s chair of 
council, Dr Mark Porter – a rise of 94%. 
Other pay rises are as much as 137%
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BODYTEXT
The main “body” of a 
news story. Often the 
only part written by the 
reporter. This text is 
the Guardian’s standard 
body text. The font is 
eight point Guardian 
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BYLINE
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included. Staff writers are 
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