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Poland warns 
Cameron not 
to fool voters 
over EU poll
■ ‘Travel and jobs will be hit if UK quits’ 
■ Minister rejects migrant benefi ts cut
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Farah fury that 
name ‘dragged 
through mud’ 
in doping claim

Mo Farah says he is ‘100% clean’ but his reputation is being damaged because he has 
links to Alberto Salazar, who is facing doping claims. Photograph by Ben Hoskins/Getty
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 by Toby Helm
Political Editor

 The British people must be told the 
brutal truth about the damaging conse-
quences of leaving the European Union, 
and not be duped into believing that 
they can “keep all the goodies and forget 
about the costs”, the Polish minister in 
charge of EU policy says  today .

In an outspoken interview with the 
Observer, Rafał  Trzaskowski,   Poland’s 
secretary of state for European aff airs, 

 who met David Cameron 10 days ago in 
Warsaw , says that if political leaders do 
not tell the people of the UK the facts in 
advance of the planned in/out referen-
dum, many will vote to leave, unaware of 
the devastating consequences.

The minister, who reiterates his coun-
try’s refusal to accept Cameron’s central 
demand – that social benefi ts should be 
denied to all EU migrants for at least 

four years after arriving in the UK – says 
Britain would no longer be an impor-
tant player, in Europe or the world, if it 
left the EU. He  warns that the ability of 
British people to travel as freely as they 
do now, and to work and buy homes in 
 other EU countries, would also be lost, 
and that UK businesses would suddenly 
face new problems, as the  country would 
 no longer be able to infl uence the rules of 
the internal market.

Trzaskowski  says all European lead-
ers want Britain to stay in the UK, but not 
if it means undermining EU principles, 
such as the free movement of labour. “No 
one in Europe says, ‘We don’t care, take it 
or leave it.’ No, we say, ‘Guys, OK, some of 
your fears are justifi ed, some of your sen-
sibilities should be taken into account, 
and some of your idiosyncra sies, even 
though for us they might seem strange. 
We should talk about it.’ We do not say 
ship out. But there are certain red lines. 
We cannot start questioning the corner-
stones of integration, because it will have 
far-reaching consequences.” 

Asked  whether he fears the British 
people might vote to leave, he says: “It 
really depends on how the whole thing 

  by Sean Ingle 

British Olympic champion Mo Farah  
 said  yesterday  that he  was angry and 
 frustrated  his name  ha d been “dragged 
through the mud” after his coach, 
 Alberto Salazar, was accused of involve-
ment in doping . But he said he would 
stick with the American until he sees 
clear  evidence against him.

Farah, who won Olympic gold in the 
5,000m and 10,000m a year after join-
ing Salazar in 2011, also insisted that he 
was a “100% clean athlete”, but feared 

that some  would think, after watching 
the BBC’s Panorama programme on 
Wednesday night, that he is guilty by 
association . 

“I am not leaving Alberto for the 
reason that I’ve not seen any clear 
evidence,” he said. “I have spoken to 
him and said, ‘ What’s going on?’ I said 
I need answers and he said, ‘Mo, I can 
prove to you, these are just allegations.’

“But I’m really angry about the situ-
ation. It’s not fair. I haven’t done any-
thing, but my name is getting dragged 
through the mud. My reputation is 
getting ruined.” 

The list of charges against Salazar is 
lengthy. Among the BBC’s allegations 
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