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Labour to hand 
Prescott frontline 
election role as 
Tories edge ahead
■ Ex-deputy PM returns to ‘bash heads together’
■ Miliband to push for ambitious climate deal
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Soul singer Laura Mvula attends the Holly Fulton catwalk show at Somerset House yesterday as part of  
London Fashion Week, which runs until  Tuesday. Photograph by James Warren/Photoshot
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 by Tracy McVeigh

The family of missing schoolgirl 
Shamima Begum  last night   issued a 
desperate plea to the teenager not 
to cross the border into Syria to join 
Islamic State but to come home.

The heartfelt message to the 15-year-
old came after police revealed that 
she and her two friends from the same 
London school had left Britain during 

Desperate families beg schoolgirls fl eeing to Syria: please come home

London Fashion Week’s got soul

 by Daniel Boff ey
Policy Editor

  Ed Miliband is bringing the former 
deputy prime minister, John Prescott, 
back into frontline politics only months 
before May’s general election.

In a controversial move, the Labour 
leader has appointed Lord Prescott 
as his personal adviser with specific 
responsibility for climate change. His 
remit, according to aides, is to “bash 
heads together”.

The eye-catching development comes 
as an  Opinium/Observer poll   published 
today  shows that the Conservatives have 
edged ahead of Labour for the fi rst time 
in three years, apparently confi rming a 
trend seen in other polls in recent weeks.

Writing in the Observer  today , Mili-
band says that he has appointed Prescott 
to help him as prime minister to force a 
more ambitious agenda on the world 
over carbon emissions at the global 
summit in Paris later this year. Linking 
climate change to the fl oods in Britain 
last year, Miliband writes of a potential 
deal at the talks: “I do not want to see 
Britain or any country having to adopt 
crisis measures to halt the slide into 
global catastrophe because we missed 

this critical opportunity now. A strong 
coalition for a weak deal will fail us all.”

However, the surprise appointment 
will inevitably be seen as a way to shore 
up Labour’s traditional working-class 
vote and address growing concerns that 
Miliband and the shadow cabinet are 
failing to cut through to the electorate.

Ukip is targeting disillusioned Labour 
voters in a number of north of England 
constituencies, where the party’s leader, 
Nigel Farage, has claimed  it can replace 
the Tories as the main opposition and 
even steal some seats from Labour.

The Tories are up two points from 
last week on 35%. Labour now stands 
at 33%, down two points. The Liberal 
Democrats are on 6%, Ukip 15% and the 
Greens 7%.

Sources close to Miliband dismissed 
the significance of the latest survey, 
pointing out that Labour has been ahead 
in 20 of the last 25 polls. The latest fi g-
ures would also still give Labour a slim 
overall majority, but they represent a 
steep drop in Labour’s  polling num-
bers since the end of 2012 when  it was 
ahead by 11 points.  Adam Drummond, 
research manager at Opinium, said that 
the decline in Labour’s performance 

the half-term break and caught a fl ight 
to Turkey, from where they were to be 
taken into the war-torn country .

Shamima and her close friends, 
Kadiza Sultana, 16, and  15-year-old 
Amira Abase, have been gone since 
Tuesday morning and were captured 
on security cameras at Gatwick airport 
catching a fl ight to Istanbul. 

The message from the Begum fam-
ily,  released through  Scotland Yard, 
said: “We miss you terribly and are 

extremely worried about you. Please, 
if you hear this message, get in touch 
and let us know you are safe. We want 
you home with us. You belong at home 
with us. Syria is a dangerous place and 
we don’t want you to go there. Get in 
touch with the police and they will 
help to bring you home. You are not in 
any trouble.

“We understand  you have strong 
feelings and want to help those you 
believe are suff ering in Syria. You can 

help from home, you don’t have to put 
yourself in danger .”

Kadiza’s family released a similar 
statement which said: “ … we are not 
angry with you and you have not done 
anything wrong. We miss you terribly, 
especially Mum, and things have not 
been the same without you.”

David Cameron said the girls’ disap-
pearance was “deeply concerning” and 
pledged that the UK will do everything 
it can to bring them home.  
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