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Tory shires join 
call for more cash 
and powers for 
England’s regions
■ 119 council leaders demand an end to austerity
■ ‘After Scottish reform pledge, it’s our turn now’
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Cricket bats, 
Australian caps 
and a mascot are 
laid at the side of 
the pitch as a mark 
of respect. AP
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 by Jamie Doward

 Ambitious thirtysomethings are leaving 
London in droves. Record numbers are 
turning their backs on the capital and 
fl ocking to England’s regional cities, 
according to an analysis of offi  cial data 
that suggests a signifi cant exodus from 
London is under way.

Figures released by the Offi  ce for 
National Statistics show that, in the 
year to June  last year, 58,220 peo-
ple aged   30 -39 left the capital – the 
highest number on record and a 10% 
increase on 2010. Overall, there was 
a net outfl ow of almost 22,000 thirty-
somethings . The last time there was a 
comparable fi gure was in 2008 – the 

year of the credit crisis. However, the 
fi gures are likely to be only a fraction 
of the true numbers of people in their 
thirties migrating from London. 

The ONS fi gures are based largely 
on an analysis of NHS registers, so  will 
not include everyone who moves away 
from the capital .  Soaring house prices 
in London  since June 2013 are also 
likely to have accelerated the outfl ow .

House prices in the capital have 
risen by 19% in the past year alone. The 
average property in London now costs 
£402,800, according to Hometrack: the 
UK average is  £185,700.

This may be one reason why Bir-
mingham has become the favourite 

 by Jamie Doward

 The “fortress” did not remain silent. 
Instead, in a  fi tting tribute to a “funny, 
positive” man whose tragically early 
death has touched fans of all sports 
and from all nations, Twickenham, the 
home of English rugby, marked the 
passing of Australian cricketer  Phillip 
Hughes  with an emotional minute’s 
applause .

The 82,000-strong crowd attending 
 yesterday  ’s England-Australia Test 
vigorously celebrated the life of the 
25-year-old, who died on Thursday 
after being hit by a bouncer earlier 
in the week while batting for South 
Australia against New South Wales in 
Sydney.

 The England team, led by captain 
Chris Robshaw , walked on to the 
pitch beside two cricket bats and a toy 
Wallaby mascot left in tribute to the 

London’s young in record exodus

 by Toby Helm
Political Editor

 England’s regions – including Tory 
shires –  today join   forces to demand 
an end to austerity and a radical con-
stitutional settlement  that will give 
them the money and power to run their 
own aff airs.

The leaders of 119 English councils 
– of which 65  are controlled by Labour, 
40 by the Conservatives and 10 by the 
Liberal Democrats – say  in a letter to the 
Observer  that the English people will 
not accept Scottish devolution unless it 
is matched by an equal redistribution of 
power south of the border. 

They also call on George Osborne to 
give them the ability and cash to run 
their own affairs, so that they are no 
longer at the mercy of fi nancial decisions 
and diktats by a distant Whitehall.

The letter states: “Earlier this week, 
the Smith commission [on Scottish devo-
lution] set out a better deal for Scotland, 
granting more control over funding and 
recognising the importance of devolving 
power down beyond Holyrood. It’s Eng-
land’s turn now.” 

The intervention is evidence of wide-
spread discontent over the way power in 
England remains centralised in Westmin-
ster – something highlighted by the Scot-
tish referendum and subsequent moves to 
devolve power north of the border.

Demonstrating that unease is not con-
fi ned to Labour-run authorities, or to the 
north of England, the letter is signed by 
the leaders of several big  Tory-run coun-
cils in the south, including Buckingham-
shire , Surrey  and Oxfordshire county 
council, which covers David Cameron’s 
constituency of Witney.

Last week, there were signs that pres-
sure was building for a new deal in Con-
servative, as well as Labour and Lib Dem 
circles, when  mayor of London Boris 
Johnson signed a letter calling for more 
powers to be devolved.

The huge list of signatories to  today’s   
letter – which also calls for an end to sav-
age fi nancial cuts imposed by the centre 
– demonstrate growing all-party frustra-
tion at a system that leaves local commu-
nities at the mercy of a central govern-
ment  with little or no understanding of 
each area’s particular needs. The letter  

batsman whom his family and fellow 
players said was “much loved” and 
whom his friend, England batsman 
Nick Compton, described as a “cheeky, 
funny, positive guy”. One of the bats 
bore the words “RIP PH 63 no” a 
reference to Hughes’s score – 63 not 
out – at the time of his accident.

The minute’s applause came at the 
end of a poignant few days in which 
Hughes’s death was marked around 
the world, with Elton John using a 
performance to dedicate a song to the 
player and the man who bowled the 
bouncer, 22-year-old Sean Abbott.  

Twickenham tribute Rugby fans mark 
passing of cricketer Phillip Hughes

 George Osborne 
gives autumn 
statement on 
Wednesday 
– and more of 
the same is not 
an option, say 
council leaders.
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