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Ex-MI6 chief warns against 
rush to toughen terror laws
Counter-terror expert claims domestic threat of Isis ‘unproven’
 Josh Halliday and Andrew Sparrow

 Britain should resist a rush to overhaul  its 
fundamental legal principles in the face of 
an “unproven threat” from homegrown 
militants fi ghting in Syria and Iraq, the 
former global counter-terrorism director 
of MI6 has said.

In an interview with  the Guardian, 
Richard Barrett  criticised government 
plans for new laws to tackle British 
extremists  and warned against  Boris John-
son’s suggestion  that Britons who travel to 
Iraq or Syria should be presumed guilty of 
involvement in terrorism unless they can 
prove their innocence.

“This fundamental ten et of British 

justice should not be changed even in a 
minor way for this unproven threat – and 
it is an unproven threat at the moment,” 
Barrett  said.

In a newspaper column described as 
“draconian” by the former attorney gen-
eral, Johnson called for British jihadists to 
lose their citizenship, proposed the return 
of control orders and urged David Cam-

eron to intervene against Islamic State 
(Isis) militarily .

The  London mayor wrote that Isis, 
whom he described as “ wackos”, now 
controls an area the size of Britain and 

that the government had to be  far more 
effective  at preventing Britons from 

travelling to Syria or Iraq to join 
them. “ The law needs a swift 

and minor change so that there is a ‘rebut-
table presumption’ that all those visiting 
war areas without notifying the authori-
ties have done so for a terrorist purpose,” 
he wrote. 

 But Barrett, formerly a counter-terror-
ism chief at both MI5 and MI6, said the 
government needed to better understand 
the domestic threat posed by  Isis before 
 introduc ing  new laws. “I don’t think we 
should change the laws without a very 
much more thorough 
assessment and under-
standing of the threat,” 
he said.

“Sure, there’s a problem with people 
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A dancer at London’s Notting Hill  carnival fends off  the rain with a poncho. Thousands of revellers were undeterred by the bad weather Photograph: Mary Turner/Getty

 Severin Carrell and Libby Brooks 

Alex Salmond staged a dramatic fi ghtback 
in the Scottish independence campaign 
 last night  after mounting repeated attacks 
on the credibility of no campaign leader 
Alistair Darling in a bloody confrontation 
in advance of next month’s referendum.

Salmond scored a decisive victory in a 
snap poll for the Guardian by more than 
two to one after he goaded Darling, leader 
of the pro-UK Better Together campaign, 
accusing him of collaborating with a Tory 
government in London in a combative and 
ill-tempered referendum debate broad-
cast live across the UK  from Glasgow.

“Why are you standing here defending 
Conservative policies on a joint platform 
with the Conservatives?” Salmond asked 
– provoking an immediate retort from Dar-
ling that he supported neither the Tories 
nor the Scottish National party.

Salmond repeatedly won applause 
from vocal yes voters after stating that 
the referendum in three weeks gave the 
country “the opportunity to take power 
into Scotland’s hands” . In a rallying cry 
to Scotland’s 4.2 million voters, Salmond 
added: “It’s time, our time. This is our 
moment. Let’s use it now.”

But the debate frequently descended 
into a shouting match with the  two speak-
ing over one another and the chair losing 
control of the discussion as they traded 
blows over the currency, oil and the NHS.

A snap poll of 505 voters in Scotland, 
conducted for the Guardian by ICM, gave 
Salmond a resounding victory. Some 71% 
of those who have decided backed the 
Salmond compared with 29% who backed 
Darling, giving the yes campaign a crucial 
lift just as  about 750,000 postal votes for 
the referendum  are due to be  sent out 
  today  and   tomorrow .

Darling  countered by accusing Salmond 
of spreading lies and half-truths about 
NHS cuts in England which were “beneath 
contempt”. The former Labour chancellor 
accused the fi rst minister of “using scare 
stories in order to make a point which has 
nothing to do with the referendum ”.

 Salmond is “playing games” and cannot 
be trusted, Darling  said. “He’s asking us to 
take his word for it, on everything. No  plan 
B for everything; trust what 
he says,” Darling said.

Th e poll result marks a 
profound change of fortunes for the fi rst 
minister and is likely to energise the pro-
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French government dissolved after rift over austerity
  Anne Penketh  Paris  

 French president Fran çois Hollande took 
the biggest gamble of his two-year -old 
presidency   yesterday  by ordering his 
reformist prime minister to form a new 
government which will exclude Socialist 
dissidents demanding an end to economic 
austerity policies dictated by Germany.

Casting off his characteristic indeci-
sion,  Hollande agreed to  prime  minister 
Manuel Valls’s off er to dissolve the cabi-
net  amid a political crisis triggered by the 
country’s outspoken economy minister .

The dissolution of the cabinet allows 
Hollande to form a new government with-
out dissenting voices. 

In a defiant farewell speech at the 

 economy ministry, Arnaud Montebourg  
said the austerity drive in France and 
Europe was a “fi nancial absurdity” and 
accused Hollande and Valls of ignoring 
his pleas for a “moderate and balanced” 
alternative . 

Less than an hour after he was called 
into Valls’s offi  ce for a  15-minute  meeting, 
 the  minister  said  austerity-inspired tax 
increases had undermined purchasing 

power and had led to the rise of extrem-
ist  parties.

 Monte bourg said  the “incorrect” aus-
terity policies followed by the European 
Central Bank and EU member states had 
“continued to mire the eurozone in reces-
sion and soon, defl ation”.  Education min-
ister Beno ît Hamon and culture minister 
Aur élie Filippetti also said that they would 
not take part in the new government.

The departure of the three ministers 
will provide Valls, a social democrat, with 
the opportunity to reshape the govern-
ment in his own image, said French politi-
cal scientist Laurent Bouvet of the Univer-
sity of Versailles. “It will have the benefi t 
of clarifying the situation ,” said Bouvet. 
If Hollande had allowed the sniping from 
the left wing ministers to continue,” he 

would have lost all credibility ”.  But, he 
added: “  I t’s a big gamble.”

Hollande, the most unpopular French 
president in living memory whose latest 
approval ratings stand at 17%, has been 
pilloried by the left for failing to make 
good on his election promise to restore 
growth. But his plans were opposed by 
German  chancellor Angela Merkel who 
again last week rejected French and Italian 
appeals to soften eurozone defi cit targets .

According to Bouvet , Hollande has only 
himself to blame. “He didn’t make the 
tough economic choices when he had the 
opportunity after his election, he could 
have named Valls then. ”

The French Socialist party has always 

Arnaud 
 Montebourg, 
France’s outgoing 
economy minister, 
has been a strong 
critic of eurozone 
austerity 
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The new parenting lexicon
Snowplough, tiger, free-range or French?

Blues for Liverpool
Man City rampant at the Etihad

Hadley Freeman on fi lm fashion 
Pesci in velvet, Stiller in tracksuit

Aditya Chakrabortty Rabbit hutch fl ats and beds in sheds are the 21st-century slums

� I remember so many great 
family times that take me away 
from this prison. Dreams of 
family and friends fill my heart. 
Grammy, keep dancing. I plan to 
take you out when I get home. 
Stay strong because I am 
going to need your help 
to reclaim my life �

James Foley’s fi nal 
letter home
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Hold the bruschetta
Drought in the olive 
producing region of 
southern Spain 
and blight in 
Puglia, Italy, are 
set to force up 
the price of 
extra virgin 
olive oil
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BODYTEXT
The main “body” of a 
news story. Often the 
only part written by the 
reporter. This text is 
the Guardian’s standard 
body text. The font is 
eight point Guardian 
Egyptian. 

BYLINE
Sometimes the writer’s 
job title or where they 
are writing from is 
included. Staff writers are 
always credited.

We normally print three 
different editions per 
night. Three stars means 
this is the third edition.

EDITION STARS

The biggest headline on the 
page is called the “main splash”. 
This is a serious story so no 
jokes are made in the headline. 

The Guardian costs 
£1.60p on weekdays and 
£2.50p on Saturdays. The 
price covers 60% of the 
cost of the newsprint. The 
rest comes from adverts.

PRICE AND DATE

A standfirst is used 
to add detail that  
was not included in 
the headline.

This panel helps to market 
the paper by tempting 
readers inside.  It tells 
readers about stories in 
other parts of the paper.

TRAIL
The masthead is a specially 
designed logo that shows the 
name of the newspaper.

MASTHEAD

Often front page 
stories continue 
elsewhere in paper.

TURN

STANDFIRST

HEADLINE

Captions give a description of 
a photograph or graphic. Often 
they include the photographer’s 
name.CAPTIONπ

A picture that is unrelated to 
the main sories on the front 
page, such as this, is called a 
standalone.
It will have its own headline or 
strap, and a longer caption than 
other photos.
Often the story connected to 
the picture will be further inside 
the paper.

STANDALONE

CAPTION


