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MPs to probe Serco over sex 
assault claim at asylum centre

 ■ Firm forced to reveal incident report  ■ Vaz ‘shocked’ by Yarl’s Wood events

INSIDE  > WEATHER THIS SECTION PAGE 51 | CROSSWORDS SPEEDY, THIS SECTION PAGE 51 EVERYMAN, PAGE 40 + AZED, PAGE 41 IN THE NEW REVIEW1
2
A

 by Philip Oltermann Berlin 
and Toby Helm

 One of German chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s closest allies has fi rmly 
rejected David Cameron’s proposal 
to extricate the UK from the EU’s 
commitment to “ever closer union”, 
accusing the prime minister of putting 
it forward in a “desperate attempt to 
appease Ukip”.

The comments from Gunther 
Krichbaum , head of the German 
government’s committee on EU aff airs, 
will cast serious doubt on Cameron’s 
ability to deliver on a pledge that he 
said a week ago was the “most impor-
tant” change he wanted to see in the 
UK’s relations with Europe.

The remarks, backed by other senior 
German politicians, come  before 
Thursday’s European elections in 

PM is trying to 
‘appease Ukip 
over Europe,’ 
say Germans

 by Mark Townsend 
Home Aff airs Editor 

 Serco, the private outsourcing giant, 
is to be investigated by MPs  after it 
was forced to disclose a secret internal 
report  revealing evidence that it  failed to 
properly investigate a claim of repeated 
sexual assaults by one of its staff  against a 
female resident at  Yarl’s Wood immigra-
tion detention centre. 

The document, which was marked 

confi dential, was  made public last week 
following a four-month legal battle 
between Serco and  Guardian News and 
Media. Lawyers said the  report dem-
onstrates a culture of disbelief  towards 
women inside the detention centre, 
which is run by Serco, and  hailed the 
high court’s decision  forcing Serco to 
disclose the document as a victory for 
greater transparency. 

The revelation comes  a day after 
it was disclosed that Serco could be 
among  companies to take over the run-
ning of privatised children’s social ser-
vices, including child protection, under 
proposals being considered by Michael 
Gove’s Department for Education. 

Keith Vaz, chair of the home aff airs 
select committee, said the report’s rev-
elations were “shocking” and warned he 
would be summoning senior Serco fi g-

ures to parliament next month for them 
to explain their actions. 

     The  report details  an investigation 
into the claims of a 29-year-old woman 
from Pakistan  that she was sexually 
assaulted three times  at Yarl’s Wood by a 
Serco health worker between November 
2010 and January 2011.

Although the claims of Sana (not her 
real name)  remain unsubstantiated  after 
investigations by  police and the Home 
Offi  ce, the report’s fi ndings and process 
have angered MPs and lawyers. 

Among them is the revelation that a 

Serco guard who appeared to believe 
the claims made by the alleged victim  be 
given  “guidance” to assist her “objectiv-
ity” in future, and that Serco believed the 
alleged victim lacked credibility because 
her allegations were deemed too consist-
ent and detailed. 

Vaz said: “These are shocking revela-
tions and they demonstrate to me that 
an internal investigation is not enough. 
It’s clearly the tip of the iceberg as far as 
these allegations are concerned and the 
way Serco has dealt with them. 

“There needs to be an external exam-
ination following these revelations, 
which will look at the entire history of 
the allegations but also look carefully at 
the way in which Serco manage other 
properties of this kind. 

*
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Aaron Ramsey celebrates after scoring in extra time, ending Arsenal’s nine-year trophy drought. The Gunners beat Hull City 3-2, having fallen 2-0 behind early on. (Sport, pages 1-5) Photograph by Graeme Truby/Pinnacle

Finally, the wait is over Ramsey scores winner for Arsenal in FA Cup fi nal
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