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Angelou’s view of old age: I’m the same person I was ... just a lot less lungs Photograph: Debra Hurford Brown/Camera Press

Lib Dem chaos 
as Cable denies 
anti-Clegg plot 
Business secretary admits he knew of 
polls suggesting he should be leader
 Rowena Mason
Political correspondent 

Vince Cable is facing questions over 
his loyalty after one of his closest allies 
resigned over a failed attempt to get Nick 
Clegg sacked,  claiming the business secre-
tary had been aware of secret polling that 
undermined the Liberal Democrat leader.

In a day of chaos for the Lib  Dem s, 
Cable strongly denied being involved in 
attempts by his friend, Lord Oakeshott, to 
get rid of Clegg, insisting he was strongly 
behind his leader. However, the business 
secretary was forced to admit he had 
known about some of his ally’s  damaging  
polls that suggested voters would prefer 
Cable as party leader.

Oakeshott  quit the  party    yesterday , 
warning that  it was heading for disaster 
under Clegg’s leadership. He resigned 
the day after being  named by Cable as the 
senior party fi gure who commissioned the 
surveys from pollsters ICM that showed 
Clegg in Sheffi  eld Hallam, Tessa Munt in 
Wells, Ian Swales in Redcar and Cable in 
Twickenham were  likely to lose their seats 
under the current leadership.

The surveys were leaked by an unnamed 
party to the Guardian after the Lib  Dem s 
lost hundreds of council seats and polled 
 only 7% in the European elections in fi fth 
place behind the Greens, triggering sug-
gestions from some Lib Dem  MPs that 
Clegg should consider his position.

Oakeshott, who helped found the 
party, said Clegg had led the Lib  Dem s to 
“no roots, no principles, and no values”. 
After stepping down, he also revealed a 
fi fth poll suggest ed Danny Alexander, the 
Lib Dem  chief secretary to the Treasury, 
was on course to come third to the SNP 
and Labour in his Inverness constituency.

 Cable said on Tuesday it was “utterly 
reprehensible” to commission and pub-
lish polls without the consent of the  MP, 
including in Clegg’s  seat. But in his resig-
nation statement, Oakeshott  said he had 
told Cable the results of the four polls 
several weeks ago. He said Cable had also 
approved the survey of his own Twick-

enham constituency, though the busi-
ness secretary had asked for the question 
about what would happen under a change 
of leadership to be taken out.

In an interview with the BBC after 
Oakeshott’s resignation, Cable denied 
knowing about the Sheffi  eld or Inverness 
polls but admitted being “aware” of oth-
ers and the general trends they showed, 
as well as having had a detailed discussion 
about the results relating to Munt, his  par-
liamentary private secretary.

 He said: “I was aware that he was con-
ducting other polls around the country 
and I was certainly told in general terms 
what the trends were, and in one par-
ticular case concerning   … Tessa Munt 
from Wells, we sat down and discussed 
the details with her. But I had absolutely 
no knowl edge of, or certainly was not 
involved in any commissioning of the 
surveys that were done in Sheffi  eld Hal-
lam and Inverness, and indeed I critici sed 
them very severely yesterday.’’

Cable, who is travelling in China, said 
he regretted his relationship with Oake-
shott  had “fi nished up in this way” but 
hoped his longstanding friend, whom he 
has accompanied on family skiing holi-
days, would reconsider his decision to 
leave the party.

 Oakeshott said he would be taking a 
leave of absence  from the House of Lords 
and urged fellow Lib  Dem s to heed the 
“evidence” he had shown them about 
Clegg’s leadership.  He also claimed  the 
party – and others –  had been involved in 
off ering cash for peerages.

“A few stout-hearted MPs and peers, 
and hundreds, maybe soon thousands, 
of candidates, councillors and Lib Dem 
members all over Britain are now fi ght-
ing constituency by constituency for a 
leadership election,” Oakeshott said in a 
statement.

“I have tried to give them the 
evidence they need to make the 
change. I pray that they win, 
and that the right man, or preferably 
woman, is now elected to save the party.”  

Continued on page 3 ≥Continued on page 6 ≥  

Maya Angelou, a woman of passion, 
compassion and daring, dies aged 86

 The fi rst time I interviewed Maya 
 Angelou in 2002 I got hammered. What 
was supposed to have been a 45- minute 
interview in a hotel room near Los 
 Angeles had turned into a 16-hour day, 
much of it spent in her stretch limo, 
 during which we’d been to lunch and 
she had performed. On the way back 
from Pasadena she asked her assistant, 
Lydia Stuckey, to get out the whisky.

“Do you want ice and stuff ?” Stuckey 
asked. “I want some ice, but mostly I 

want stuff ,” said Angelou with a smile, 
and invited me to join her.

Then came a traffi  c jam. The car came 
to a crawl. But the whisky kept  fl owing. 
So did the conversation. We talked 
about South Africa, writing, grow-
ing old, staying young, our  mothers, 
growing up poor and living abroad. We 
laughed a lot too: at ourselves, each 
other and general human folly. She 
reserved particular ridicule for my hotel, 
which she thought was pretentious 
(she was right). Her laugh was no small 
thing. She threw her head back and 
fi lled the car with it. And it was a big car. 
 Episodically, when words alone would 
not suffi  ce, she would break without 
warning into verse – sometimes her 
own, sometimes others .

When I asked her how she dealt with 
people’s response to old age she recited 
the fi nal verse of her poem, On Aging: 
I’m the same person I was back then.
A little less hair, a little less chin.

A lot less lungs and much less wind.
But ain’t I lucky I can still breathe in.

And then the laughing would start 
again. As her car pulled away after 
 dropping me off  at the hotel she put 
her head out of the window, waved 
and shouted like a teenage girl: “That’s 
swanky!” She was 74 and high on life. I 
honestly couldn’t tell if she was drunk 
or not. There’d been plenty of serious 
talk throughout the day. But she’d also 
been singing and laughing since the 
morning. Anyone who knows her work 
and her life story – which is a huge part 
of her work – knows that this is a huge 
part of her currency. Those maxims that 
people learn on their death bed – that 
you only have one life, that it is brief and 
frail, and if you don’t take ownership of 
it nobody else will – were the tenets by 
which she lived.

She had an extraordinarily full life. By 
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‘Man up’ and return to face charges, Kerry tells Snowden
  Tom McCarthy New York

 John Kerry, the US secretary of state, has 
told Edward Snowden to “man up” and 
return to the United States to explain his 
actions to the American people.

In a television appearance  yester-
day, Kerry said that if Snowden were a 
“patriot” he would return to the US from 
Russia to face criminal charges. Snowden 
was charged last June with three felonies 
under the 1917 Espionage Act.

“This is a man who has betrayed his 
country,” Kerry told CBS News. “He 
should man up and come back to the US.”

An adviser to  Snowden said  an unfair 
legal landscape in the US made it unlikely 
that the  National Security Agency whistle-

blower would take  the secretary of state 
up on his invitation.

Responding to Kerry’s comments yes-
terday, Ben Wizner – a lawyer with the 
American Civil Liberties Union and legal 
adviser to Snowden – said the whistle-
blower hoped to return to the US  one day, 
but  could not do so under the current 
Espionage Act charges, which make it 
impossible for him to argue that his dis-
closures  have served the common good.

“The laws under which Snowden is 

charged don’t distinguish between shar-
ing information with the press in the 
public interest, and selling secrets to a 
foreign enemy,” Wizner said. “The laws 
would not provide him any opportunity 
to say that the information never should 
have been withheld from the public in 
the fi rst place. And the fact that the dis-
closures have led to the highest journal-
ism rewards, have led to historic reforms 
in the US and around the world – all of that 
would be irrelevant in a prosecution under 
the espionage laws in the United States.”

Kerry’s comments came as NBC News 
prepared to broadcast an extended 
interview with Snowden  last night .  The 
whistleblower revealed his identity 
 just under  a year ago . In a teaser clip of 
the interview released by the network, 

Snowden says he never  intended to end 
up in Russia  but  was trapped there when 
the US government revoked his passport.

“So when people ask why are you in 
Russia, I say: ‘Please ask the  state  depart-
ment,” Snowden told the NBC anchor, 
Brian Williams.

Asked about this, Kerry replied: “Well, 
for a supposedly smart guy, that’s a pretty 
dumb answer, after all.  If Mr Snowden 
wants to come back to the United States,  
we’ll have him on a fl ight today.” 

Snowden  also  said he had been more 
than a “low-level systems administra-
tor”, as he  has been characteri sed by intel-
ligence agency heads. 

“It’s no secret that the US tends to 
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Eben Moglen: why it’s now up 
to us to carry on the work of 
Edward Snowden – and bring 
about a new birth of freedom
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