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Latest developments

How the search operation could unfold

Planes search the area for debris1

Plane guides boat to the debris2

The debris spotted by the satellite may no 
longer be afloat as the area is prone to 
high wind, strong swells and high waves
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If no debris is found a submarine will be sent 
out to search for the ‘ping’ emitted by the 
aircraft’s black box. However the black box 
battery life is one month
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If the submarine fails to find the black box an 
AUV (automated underwater vehicle) will be 
sent out to sweep the seabed, taking pictures 
that will be anaysed for anomalies
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Floating debris could have been carried around 
100 miles away from its position in the satellite 
photographs, because ocean currents can be 
stronger than wave-induced currents. The 
antarctic circumpolar current flows clockwise 
from west to east around Antarctica

The search area covers a large sea shelf about 
3,500m deep. The plateau is about 150 miles 
wide by 250 miles long, and the area around 
it is close to 5,000m deep
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Four long-range surveillance 
planes have been diverted to 
search the area

Satellite data had previously 
suggested that the last 
known possible position was 
somewhere along the two 
grey arcs


