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‘Fitzgerald was a clown, just like me’

The Great Gatsby director takes on his critics

Baz Luhrmr

TRAIL

This panel helps to market
the paper by tempting

readers inside.
readers about stories in
other parts of the paper.

It tells

rdia

MASTHEAD

A

Ing2

The masthead is a specially
designed logo that shows the
name of the newspaper.

@ The festival bands
of the summer

film&music | S0t Eiiai i)
Sharleen Spiteri

End it like
Beckham

OO

Nothing will ever
completely replace
playing the game I
love ...now I feel it’s

my time to give back
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David Beckham has announced he is retiring from football after rejecting a new deal with Paris St Germain. Owen Gibson, Page 3. Daniel Taylor and Jamie Jackson, Sport
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You do evil, MPs tell Google &

Internet giants under fire over low tax bills despite billions in UK sales

Simon Bowers and Rajeev Syal

Google and Amazon came under fierce
attack from MPs and tax campaigners last
night after fresh whistleblower allegations
put further strain on claims by the inter-
net giants that their multibillion-pound
UK-facing businesses should not be taxed
by Revenue & Customs.

Margaret Hodge, chair of the public
accounts committee, told Google’s north-
ern Europeboss, Matt Brittin, that his com-
pany’sbehaviour on tax was “devious, cal-
culated and, in my view, unethical”.

He had beenrecalled by MPs after being
accused of misleading parliament over the
firm’s tax affairs six months ago. Hodge
said: “You area company that says you ‘do
no evil’. And I think that you do do evil.”

Hodge wasreferring to Google’s corporate
motto, “Don’t be evil,” which appeared in
its $23bn (£15bn) US stock market flotation
prospectusin 2004.

The attack on Google is likely to be
echoed if, as Hodge has hinted, Amazon
is also recalled to clarify evidence in the
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not be taxed in Britain, despite U
tellinginvestors that they took sales from
UK customers last year of £3.2bn and
£4.2bn respectively. The latest published
accounts for their most substantive UK
companies showed tax paid in Britain of
just £3.4m and £3.2m respectively.

The UK is one of the most successful
markets for Googleand Amazon, with Brit-
ish customers generating more than one
in every 10 dollars of sales. In both cases
UK sales grew by about 20% last year.

Lin Homer, chief executive of HMRC,

bd before Hodge’s committee
dwasasked why sheappeared
king a tougher line with inter-
onals. She replied: “We see
and more fully - some of the
hat might seem to the gen-
be surprising.”

s had revealed that several
oogle whistleblowers had approached
them with detailed evidence demonstrat-
ing sales activities taking place in the UK.
One former Google staff member had
contacted MPs claiming he had earned

bonuses of three to four
times his salary for “selling 21))
and closing deals”.

Brittin maintained that no one working
for Google UK had the authority to close
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tility Group in Nottingham, said the £750
procedure was “probably the most excit-
ing breakthrough we’ve had in 30 years”.

The procedure is not available on the
NHS, but Fishel said that could change
once other clinicsadopted the technology
and demonstrated that it could reduce the
cost of fertility treatment.

Other specialists said the approach was
promising, but cautioned that its effec-
tiveness was uncertain without a full trial
comparing it with other technologies.
The system momtors the health of
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tain 23 pairs of chromosomes, but more
than half have too many or too few. Most
either fail to implant in the womb or mis-
carry later in the pregnancy, but others
lead to children being born with Down’s
syndrome and other genetic disorders.

The Nottingham team found embryos
with abnormal chromosomes reach two
milestonesin their development about six
hourslater than healthy embryos. The first
milestone comes when the embryo starts
tochange fromadensebundle of cellsinto
atinysac. The second comes when this sac
becomes filled with fluid.

Based on their findings, the doctors
developed a computer program that
ranked embryos as low, medium or high
risk for abnormal chromosomes.

To test the system, the doctors ran
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Saudi princes lose court battle to keep documents secret

Owen Bowcott and Ian Black

Two prominent Saudi princes are involved
in a London-registered company that
supposedly facilitated “money launder-
ing” for Hezbollah in Lebanon and helped
smuggle precious stones out of Congo,
accordlng to contested allegationsin court
dg uardian.
ourt papers
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this is the third edition.

defe King Abdul-
lahand chalrman of the country’sinfluen-

s - Prince

tial allegiance council, and his son Prince
Abdulaziz bin Mishal bin al Saud - dismiss
the claimsas fabrications, “extortion” and
“blackmail”.

They contend that their former partner,
aJordanian, Faisal Almhairat, “misappro-
priated” money from accounts, denied
them access to company books, shut
down the shared business and “interfered
with the negotiations” on telecommuni-
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The value of
shares involved in
the legal dispute
between the two
Saudi princes

and their business
partner

cations deals. Almhairat, in turn, disputes
their claims.

In the context of Middle East politics,
the suggestion that two prominent Sunni
Muslims from the Saudi royal family have
been surreptitiously dealing for profit with
Hezbollah, a Shia force supported by Iran,
is extremely damaging. Hezbollah has
been designated asaterrorist organisation
by the US.

The Guardian and Financial Times
originally requested to see the court
documents - filed as part of a commercial
dispute between Almhairat and the Sau-
dis - in spring 2012. Yesterday, the court
of appeal finally agreed to the immediate
release of the statements of case.

Amongotherallegationsistheclaimthat
at the “instigation” of Prince Abdulaziz,

Saudi police issued an arrest warrant for
Almhairat and asked Interpol toissueared
notice sanctioning the extradition of the
Saudis’ former business partner to Saudi
Arabia.

The caserevolvesaround a catastrophic
breakdown in relations between Almhai-
rat and the Saudis. They were business
partnersinaLondon-registered telecom-
munications company, Fi Call Ltd, whose
capital value was £300m.

FiCall was developinga software appli-
cation for smartphones that
would allow users to make 22))
free phone calls. The Sau-
dis’ shares were mainly held through
Global Torch Ltd, a British Virgin Islands

Continued on page 2 )

TURN
Runnlng Often front page

of puffin:

stories continue
elsewhere in paper.

Page15)»




