Spring Arts Calendar

The Observer's critics pick the season'’s highlights

MARCH

THEATRE
THE AUDIENCE
Helen Mirren puts onthe
crownat the Gielgudin
Peter Morgan's play about
HM's meetings with her

POP

| | WILKO JOHNSON

Dr Feelgood's maverick
guitaristisinarace
against time and
pancreatic cancer,

POP
MY BLOODY
VALENTINE

Artrock's most long-

awaited no-shows aren't

justontour, hopefully

POP
DAVID BOWIE
After anabsencein
whichhe was presumed
ailing, Bowie shock- :
eleasedasingle;now his :

THEATRE
HAMLET
Jonathan Slinger is
thelatest RSC prince;

Charlotte Cornwell, who
returns to the RSC after

ART
DAVID
MALJKOVIC

First British retrospective

for this gifted Croatian
photographer and

POP
TIMBERLAKE
Singer-turned-actor-
turned-restaurateur-
turned-singer
Timberlake releases his

THEATRE
THE BOOK OF
MORMON

Famously foul-mouthed

and much acclaimed,
the musical penned by
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Modern for her polemical :
films, essays and
sculptures,includingher :
best-knownseriesof }
satiricaladvertisements
onideals of black
beauty in America. Until
1September.

imminently doomed
plane. Worthit for the
bonkers trailer — three
air stewards miming
to the Pointer Sisters
track —alone.
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E
BRIGHTON
FESTIVAL
Michael Rosenis this
year's guest director.

: Theprogrammeincludes

The Great Enormo, for

i narratorandfullorchestra, :
+ and My Life After,by Lola :
¢ Arias (above),aninsider's :

evocation of post-
dictatorship Argentina.
Until 26 May.

(More Light, the band's
10th) and a suitably
reinvigorated new
singlein 2013,

hitting rapper Angel
Haze's UK tour finally
getsrolling. Scala,
London tonight,
and touring
until 12 May.

POP
VAMPIRE
H WEEKEND
: They released the title of
¢ their new LP — Modern
Vampires of the City —
viaa New York Times
classified ad. Just as
classy is this one-off
date at London's Troxy
i tocelebrate the release
of Vampire Weekend's
third album on 6 May.

Young Vic associate

director Carrie Cracknell,

Leigh Melrose sings
thetitle role. Coliseum,
London, until 25 May.

andjury for this 66th

festival will be announced

mid-April. Until 26 May.

CLASSICAL
THE PIRATES OF
PENZANCE

This evergreen Gilbert & :
Sullivanstaging returnsin
aD'Oyly Carte/ Scottish :

Operaproduction

starring Richard Suart
and Steven Page. Tours

Glasgow, Aberdeen,
Edinburgh, Inverness,

Manchester, Bristol,
Newcastle, Oxford and

Cardiff, until 20 July.

master of cinematic
decadence, Baz
Luhrmann. Features
asoundtrack from
Jay-Z and performances

: from Leonardo DiCaprio,

Carey Mulligan (pictured)
and Tobey Maguire.

DANCE
SIDILARBI
CHERKAOUI

¢ Inanew conceptual work, :

Puz/zle, Cherkaouiand

his longtime collaborator

i Damien Jalet askif there
: areways of approaching
life's problems that we

haven't considered. With

Corsican polyphonic

i singers AFiletta, Sadler's :
+ Wells,London,to 25 April. :

long-awaited UK tour
dates. Birmingham

LG Arena tonight and
touring until 9 May.

THEATRE
THE KITE
RUNNER
Khaled Hosseini's
bestselling novel
and filmis staged
for the first timein
Europe at Nottingham
Playhouse where, in
ajoint production with
Liverpool Everyman,
it runs until 18 May.

ART
FIONA RAE

Turner Prize nominee
and YBA Rae comesin

from the cold after years

without amuseum

i show. Zany, psychedelic, :
: pick-and-mix paintings :

sampling sources as
various as Matisse
and Disney. Towner
Gallery, Eastbourne,
until 23 June.

(andlook out for the
London Handelfestival,
11March to 16 April).
Grandtheatre, Leeds,
until 4 May.

CLASSICAL
ARIADNE AUF
NAXOS
Glyndebourne
festival opens with
Richard Strauss's

heady masterpiece
(until 11July). The

Marriage of Figaro,
Billy Buddand
Falstaff. Always
worth checking
box office/online
for availability.
Lewes, East
Sussex.

THEATRE
TOKILL A
MOCKINGBIRD
Harper Lee's dramatic
story is staged at the

i increasingly enterprising

Regent's Park Open Air

: theatre. It will be directed :
seasonincludes The :

by the artistic director
Timothy Sheader, and
rununtil15 June.

DANCE
WITCH-HUNT
Cathy Marston's new
work, set toacollage
of baroque music and
text, tells the story
of an18th-century
Swiss woman executed
for witchcraft and
attempted murder.
Bern:Ballett at the
Linbury theatre, Royal

 OperaHouse, to 25 May.

DANCE
ORACLE
The Australian
choreographer and
ex-PinaBauschdancer

i MICHAEL LANDY:

own possessions, Landy
i kinetic saints out of junk.
: Eachfigureis designedto
: actoutscenesbasedon

National Gallery, London,

: MerylTankard celebrates
: thecentenary of TheRite
: of Springwithanintense
 solo,setto Stravinsky's
masterpiece, for the
charismatic Paul White.

Queen Elizabeth Hall,
London, tonight.

ART
SAINTS ALIVE
Skip-artistand
notorious trasher of his

has created sevenhuge

paintingsinthe gallery.

until 24 November.
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