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Across
 1 Witty saying has some 

point with animals (7)
 5 Enigmatic, keen and in 

charge, set about exer-
cising (7)

10 Stake for backing a 
mount (4)

11 Put up defence and tie 
game (10)

12 Fashionable school for 
cricket, say? (6)

13 It’s discharged in battle 
during action (8)

14 Instructing or admon-
ishing (9)

16 Edits a translation that 
is in Latin (2,3)

17 Music of the Depres-
sion? (5)

19 Void contest? (5,4)
23 Saw baton wielded in 

Africa (8)
24 Display by top-class 

band (6)
26 How people may call us 

in explosive competi-
tion (10)

27 Perfect but inconclusive 
thought (4)

28 It’s used to compose 
pieces of music (7)

29 Ship’s sails etc split a lot 
(7)

Down
 2 Last character leaves 

Cornish town in humili-
ation (7)

 3 Look back in Middle 
Ages for capital savers 
(5)

 4 His is a searching exami-
nation, by all accounts 
(7)

 6 Brush off and polish 
again (6)

 7 Dine with Ralph, pre-
pared to flirt (9)

 8 The way in which a 
French painter finally 
got the point (7)

 9 Espy an admirer, per-
haps the answer to this? 
(7,6)

15 Bound to be in step — 
and rated highly (9)

18 Cave used as an obser-
vation post (4,3)

20 Pipe of pipes (7)
21 Voting against, told to 

go and vote for (7)
22 Wild herb found around 

Virginia (6)
25 Being sorry, one called 

out (5)
No 25,311 set by Rufus
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Winners of prize puzzle 25,304Stuck? For help call 0906 751 0038 
or text GUARDIANC followed by a 
space, the day and date the crossword 
appeared another space and the CLUE 
reference to 85010 (e.g GUARDIANC 
Monday12 Across1). Calls cost 77p 
per minute from a BT Landline. Calls 
from other networks may vary and 
mobiles will be considerably higher. 
Texts cost 50p per clue plus standard 
network charges. Service supplied by 
ATS. Call 0844 836 9769 for customer 
service (charged at local rate, 2p per 
min from a BT landline). 
Want more? Access over 4,000 archive 
puzzles at guardian.co.uk/crossword. 
Buy the Guardian Cryptic Setters series 
(4 books) for only £20 inc UK p&p 
(save £7.96). Visit guardianbooks.
co.uk or call 0330 333 6846.


